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Archbishop of St. Andrews had left his palace at Edinburgh for some unknown reason, and had taken up his abode there the day before. This intelligence served only to increase his anxiety, for the Archbishop of St. Andrews was one of his most outspoken foes.
Darnley, abandoned by all his servants, one after another, occupied the first floor of a little isolated pavilion, with no attendant save Alexander Durham, his valet, whom we have already mentioned. Darnley was particularly attached to him, and, moreover, he was in momentary apprehension of some attempt upon his life; so he ordered him to bring his bed to his room, which was thenceforth occupied by both.
During the night of February 8th, Darnley aroused Durham, and told him that he thought he had heard steps in the room beneath his. Durham rose, took his sword in one hand and a candle in the other, and went down to the ground floor; but, although Darnley was very certain that he could not be mistaken, he came up again a moment after and said that he could see nobody.         ' *
The following morning passed without incident.
The Queen had arranged a marriage for one of her servants, Sebastien, an Auvergnat, whom she had brought with her from Prance, and to whom she was much attached. The wedding was set for that day, but the King sent to Mary to remind her that he had not seen her for two days, so she left the scene of the festivities about six o'clock in the evening, and went to pay him a visit, accompanied by the Countess of Argyle and the Countess of Huntly* While she was there, Durham, in preparing his bed, set fire to the straw mattress, which was destroyed, as was a part of the hair mattress. He threw them all out of the window still burning, for